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AMEER NOW SAYS TURKISH MINISTER cTv' .uv;.- -' !,z iinTter-C-? Vj-- a

BRITAIN MOST ACT. MAY BE SENT HOME.

BRITISH 0EISER3LS.
Dives Final Warninp Tliat the Ctmv Sultan lias Violated His Promise.

It About lo Strike n ' lo the rnitcl States (Jovern- -

Mow. Ill'.'llt.

Buller, Warren and Others Prob-
ablyRNGLO-RUSSIA- N WAR CRISIS. CRITICAL STAGE REACHED. Will Be Recalled

From Africa.
Nicolas Intrijiuos Willi Ktiluitria lo

Coerce Turkey Into Xetitral- -

il v Japan lioailv for
The. Slavs.

Lahore. Punjab, April uat Croat
Britain's attitude toward Afghanistan In

connection with Russian desicnn n Herat
does not meet witli approval at Cabal, tlio
capital of Afghanistan, is proved by an
nntegrnph letter published with the
Amber's consent, in which, after referring
to the various rumors, he adds:

"Now, when Afghanistan is o erwhclmed
on all sides, tho liritish Government does
r.ot seem to tako any inter, st. but enjoys
the prido of aloofness anil reserve.

"Whenever I have sugcosted a. check to
Russian aggression I have had no response
from th Government of Iti'Si.i except tin?
FUggcstion that Afghanistan might consent
to tlm construction of railways anil tele-
graphs. This is Impossible, as the Afghans
consider that such a rrtep would tncan
their ruin.

"Notwilhrtanding nil these trouble?. I
have proved for the p.T-'- t twenty-on- e years
the firm ally of Great Britain. Put now. at
tlio last moment, 1 must inform by power-

ful ally, tho Government of India, that the
present Is the time for deeds and not for
talk." mgmkic.wt Titicvrv.
rpi;cial nv caulk.

Herlln, April 17. (Copyright, VS by the
New York Herald Company.) The St. Pe-

tersburg correspondent of the Taacblatt re-

ports in connection 'with the alleged tecret
treaty between Russia and Pulgaria, that
there Is conclusive evldcnco of an under-
standing, tho basis of which liinc.es on the
possibility of an Anglo-Russia- n war.

In this contingency, thould the Sublime
Tortc not be able, or should it not wish to
rnforco the neutrality of the Dardanelles
Pulgaria would declare Itself independent
and under tho protection of Russia, and
Immediately attack Turkey.

Nothing is known in Russian couit cir-
cles, which arc now, for tho most part, in
Moscow, respecting tho alleged intention of
the Czar to visit Paris during the lixpo-eitlo- n.

OX Vi:itGI3 OI' WAIt. ,
Correspondence of the A deviated press.

Yokohama, March 21. If the quick and
steady dispatch of telegrams from Korea
means aught of a really serious nature, the
inference would bo that Japan and Russia
tiro on tho verge of war. Outwardly, how-
ever, theie 19 absolute calm, and the tone
of the press Is but slightly bellicose.

- The- present jpirill'''OC" ,3o comIu:ai7ty
f'tras to be that as the conflict Is in-

evitable, the sooner it occurs the better
It will bo for Japan. Tho latter, with her
great fleet, far superior to that of her en-
emy In these waters, would 'inake short
woik of Russia's naval force, and com-

mand tho situation for the time at least.
with all tho advantage which an add'--
piestlge would confer.

Put, as in all Mich cases, in view of what
modern a to- - is now known to entail, there.
Is extreme reluctance on the part of either
Government lo take the dcclMro step. Jf
It were not for tho deep-seate- d distiust of
Russian methods of aggrandizement, of
which Eho has furnished so many object
lessons of late. Japan would be strongly
Inclined to put up with the "assurances''
fcfven that "there is nothing In the demands
upon Korea Inimical to Japanese Inter-
ests." Hut the Japanese have been and are
Keen students of Russian history, and they
know what her gaining a foothold means.
They know that a foothold in Korea means
the ultimate pasting of the peninsula under
Russian sway at.il this nation is a unit for
lighting to the death against the encroach-
ment. Other Poweis may ask Korea for
concessions and Icates ad libitum, but Rus-
sia has too often shown her hand and her
plain intent for Japan to trust to any of
her "assurances." It may. therefore, easily
bo that the question will be put to tho ar-
bitrament of war at any moment.

All that Itussia demands now is a conces-
sion of territory near Jlasarapo, or, as an
alternative, tho Island of Kutokti. Either
would be i standing menace to Japan; and
one of the toughest of diplomatic lights is
now on at Seoul.

Itussia is making some attempts in the
way of :i naval demonstration, as she did
lit tho close of the Japan-Chin- a war. but
Is is a sorry show now compared with tho
magnificent fleet which Japan has most
opportunely assembled for the spring ma-
neuvers. It Is deemed by many to be sig-

nificant that tlm whereabouts and move-
ments of this fleet of sixty vessels are
veiled In tho greatest seciocy. That they
will be within easy striking dlstnncn of the

ccno of war. may easily lie surmised.

GROUND CAVED IN.

Nineteen Persons Injured in a Pas-sende- r

Train Wreck.

KErcni.ic special.
Joplin, Mo.. April 17. As the Missouri

Faclfic pasenger train fiom Kansas Oiy.
dio hero at 1:50 this morning, was crossing
tho Moonshine Mines, one mile east of this
city, the ground caved in, tlmiwing nil the
cars from the rails and ditching the smoker
and chair car. Nineteen persons were in-

jured, but none of them seriously, except
John Shay of New London, Conn., whnso
skull was fractured, and Ed Seals of Bour-
bon, lnd., who sustained a severe scalp
wounfl.

BODY HACKED TO PIECES.

Chief of Police of Steveston, 15. C,
Murdered.

Vancouver, B. C, April 17. The mangled
and mutilated remains of Alexander Main.
Chief of Police of Steveston, were- found
this afternoon In a hastily made grave near
b. cluster of Chinese shacks, two miles from
Steveston.

Main had been missing tine Sunday,
when he went to one of the Chinese cabins
to Fcarch for some missing tools. belUvcd to
have been stolen. Main's head had been
fevered from tlio body, his arms and less
broken in several places and tho trunk
hewed and hacked into small Liu.

Ottoman Kinpire .ui l.iiiiilatt'
American Claim for le.-tni-c-

lion of Properly lMirini;
.Armenian .Massaeio.-?-.

Washington, April 17. There is no longer
any question that the diplomatic ilati"is
bctwten the I 'nit.il .States and Tin key arc
In a critical Mate, growing out of the Sul-tnn- 's

bad faith. Ho promised to p.iy the
Indemnity claims of tho American mission-
aries for the destruction of eight buildings
of the Euphrates College at llarpoot and
several buildings belonging to the Ameri-
can missionaries at Mnrnsh during tho Ar-
menian massacres of 1S.O.

Mr. Straus, the l"nite.l States Minister to
Turkey. is at present in the United States
on leave of absence. As has already been
announced, he presented his resignation,
but the President, regarding the services of
Mr. Straus as Indispensable, Indefinitely ed

his leave, subject to the call of the
Secretary of State whenever clicumst.anc.es
may necessitate his return.

diplomacy appears to have exhausted
itself at Constantinople, the Sultan having
promised to pay tho Indemnity claims,
amounting to some UW, which promise
was tpain renewed prior to Mr. Straus's
departure, and although sixteen months
have elapsed shire 'he promise was first
made, that promise still remains unful-
filled.

ainv Seicr ltelnllmi.
What action the Government now

take to nforce the Sultan's promi-- e i not
definitely known, but as the i

critical it may result in Secretary Hay
sending the Turkish Minister at Washing-
ton his passports.

The question involved bciw-"- n the two
countries is no longer one jesting upo.i dis-
puted points of International law. but upon
the Sultan's broken faith. This is not his
only promise, he having stated to uur Min-

ister that he would give his per .nit tor the
reconstruction of the American college
and srhool buildings. I'p to the .irc-sn- t th
official permit on one excuse .md another
has been withheld.

When Doctor Angell resigned 'n IS''?, the
relations between the two countries were
critical, by reason of the Inaction of tho
Turkish Government and Its refusal to en-

tertain the Indemnity claims. Mr. Straus,
by reason of his successful previous missi'in
and his pat experience, was su'nnmncd by
the President to take up the t.ils-- l ii,
best qualified to adjut the pending ques-
tions in a manner satisfactory to tioth
countries. Shortly after his arrival in

in September, Itii, several mat-
ters yielded to negotiation. He ih-- n ad-
dressed himself to tho main ns the
compensation for :nlsi"naiy buildings de-
stroyed and for property lootvd jnd (ho
permit for th"jr rebuilding.

At Firs! Denied Liability.
The Turkish Government shortly befoie
- 0.p::i.i. r.r .iM.;.r Augell, : -.

ply denying all liability for the buildings
and property destroyed. A similar reply
was tent to the Ambassadors of England.
France and Italy, having like claims. Mr.
Straus tool: up the question anew, basing
his argument iion she
principles it inUrnutional law, with the
ltsult that at an audinee with the Sultan
on December S. K th" Sultan agreed So
pay tho claims. The claims wc:e examined
with great care and scrutiny, based upon
tho principle of indemnity for the actual
value jf the property destroyed. The Sul-

tan also stated that he had given p. mis-
sion for the reconstruction or the destroyed
buildings. Neither of these promise has
been kept.

The situation Is practically this: Our
Minister has succeed1 d in obtaining judg-
ment by confession ujjii the claim1-- , which
ftmf-ssio- v.as made by tl," Si.'li.m him-
self, but the execution remains unsatisfied.
Diplomacy has exhausted its' If. and Mr.
Straus has. under the guidance of Soere-tnr- y

Hay. done verj thing diplomacy could
accomplish to bring the Sultan's attention
to tli" seriousness of the situation. Our
Minister, as well as our Government, hopfil
that the Sultan's promise, though delayed,
would b" fulfilled.

During the oultniiation of Minister
Straus's leave of absence the Legation Is
in charge of Captain I.loyd ('. Griscom,
Secretary of Legation, who is fully con-
versant with the business.

GCEBEL GRAND JURY ACTS.

Ten .Men Indieted on Chaijre of As-

sassination.

rraiikfort. Ky . April 17. The I'ranklin
Coi't.ty Grand this aftermv-- r turned
Inoietineiits cc u..'t tn persons cli.irctng
them with compi'uity with the minder of
William 1. The principal's nann-- are:
Henry E. Voutsey, Jamv.s Howard, ibrry
Howard, Ilarland Whlttaker and "Tnllcw
Dick" ('oral)S (colored). Those Indicted as
accessories before the fact are Secretary of
State Caleb Powers. Captain John T.
Powcts, of State Charles Fin-le- y.

W. 11. Ciilton and 1. Wharton Golden.
In tlie indictment i elating to the alleged
accessories, three other men are indirectly
referred to a acccsorics, though no indict-
ments wero report-- d against them. They
are W. S. Taylor, Green Golden and Cap-
tain John Davis. Tho Indictments wero
reported at 4:IX this afternoon.

Henry V. Youtsej. who Is mentioned as
the first principal, was a clerk in the ,,uiee
of Suite Auditor Sftteney. He formerlvlivcd at Newport. Youtsey was firat nnineil
In the case by Wharion Golden, the star
witness for the pro:vcution at the examin-
ing trial of Caleb Powers.

Jim and How.mi aio cousjdm n,
mountaiiKTrs of note in connection withtin; old Howard feud. Tney were with tlmmen alleged to liavu been brought htio by
the Powers brothers!. Finley and others uiithe "excursion of mountnhiLer.s."

Harland Wliittak'T li'.ed in Huttcr. Gov-
ernor Taylor's home county, and Is alleged
to have been ill the room in tho Executivebuilding from which the shot was lircrf.Dick tombs, the mgro, lived a; ltiatty-vlli- e.

and alM) came hero with tho moun-
tain men.

Caleb Powers is the Ilejiubliean eontesteo
for ; nittdiy ul oiiiK. ii'm .innii j,. j'ow'ers
another of tho defendants named as an ac-
cessory, ts Lis brother. Charles I'inlev was
Sccietary of State under the former li"puli-llca- u

State adminisirulion, when '. oliradley tins Governor.
Charles Finley is now in Indianapolis

having gone there just beroie Hie warrantcharging him with empl!cuy was swornout. six weeks ago. W. II. Culron was alsoa clerk in the oitlcc of Auditor Svecn v.
Wharton Golden was a member of "the

Taylor State Guard and claimed to turnState's evidence on the stand in the ex-amining trial of Caleb Powers, when hetoclted what he claimed to be th insidefacts relating to the alleged enn.--pfra- tomurder Goebcl and enoush Demneftticmembers of the Ix'clslattire to give thea majority, it is stated that theCommonwealth will at once nolle the in-
dictment against Golden In consideration ofhis testimony.

tavi.ou m:i:s 3Jpicim,i:y.
Washington, April 17. -- Governor Tavlorof Kentucky called at the White House thisafternoon and had an interview with Prei-in- iJlelCinlcy. He remained about halfan hour.

MK. ATLAS: I'VK Lr(;C.KI THIS EAliTIT AP.OPT TOR A

KNEW IT TO I5K IX XVCU AN ITPKOAIJ.

GREAT GATHERING

OF MISSIONARIE!

First Eeninenieal I'onfeiein-- e Ever
Jleid in America Will l!ein

Satiuda.

HOPE OF HARMONIOUS WORK.

lJele.uaies From All Over I he
World Will bistiiss Pmies

taut Evanitelisin:; Dis-

tinguished .Men.

KIIITItUC
New Yoik. April 17. The ilrt Kcumenl-ca- l

confetenee held In this country will be
begun hero Saturday. This gathering of
delegates of Protestant churches from all
over the wot Id will be the largest confer-
ence on foreign missions ever held any-

where.
These two facts would be sufficient of

themselves to make notable the end nf
what has been called the richest in mission
work of all tho nineteen Christian centuries.
Hut the conference will be notable in many
other respects. It will be presided over In-

former President Peejamin Harrison, a.nd
President McKir.lcy will make an addies
of welcome. It will bring together a vast
throng of men and women whoso names !

aro familiar in tho recent history of tho 1

Protestant churches, mid who have done
not only evangelical work, but the solid and
enduring woik of civilization in tlio re-

motest parts of the world.
At this meeting also will be discussed tho

most important problems- that confront
Christen missionaries In nonchristian land..
It is also hoped that it may open a new-er- a

in the long struggle of the Protestant
churches toward a common creed and a
common union.

It was thought possible at first to havo
the conference include delegates from tho
two great branches of the CatholicChurch
ISiiiniin and Greek but this idea was aban-
doned because of the desire on tho part

f those most interested in tile movement
to confine the conference to the work and
problems of Protestantism.

Tho broad scope of the conference may
be inferred from tlio words of the Koverenil
Doctor William It. Huntington of Graco
Church: "In the region of tho present-da- y

politics. I am an and an
but I hope that in flu;

politics of tho Kingdom of Heaven every
good Christian is. by virtue of his name and
calling, bound to be both an cstpanslunlst
and an imperialist. The church must ex-

pand until we reach a genuine, as contrast-
ed with a theoretical, ecumenicity."

Thetn will bu three sessions a day for
ten days, with sixty extra meetings out-
side of the hall of tho conference. Prob-
ably the most important subject to be dis-
cussed by the 2.000 delegates is that of
"Comity." or an amicable agreement
among the churches, l.iek of comity, it is
said, lias been ono of the greatest obstacles
to mission work. Confusion and disaster
have resulted from this conflict of Interests.
A special meeting has been arranged for
the discussion of "Comity," union,

and the division of the mission field
in occupied mid unoccupied territory. It is
also hoped that the efforts to bring about
comity in the mission field may result In a
closer union of the churches themselves.

Tho workers in the mission fields come
from every quarter of the world in which
Christianity has sought convert?. At the
head of the loll of honorary vice presidents
stands the name of Taro Andro of Japan,
and next is Kail Charna Uanurji of India.
Doctor Kenneth S. MncDona'.d of tho
Scotch Church comes from his field in In-
dia, where he has served for thirty-eig-

years. Doctor Ilanilli Nassau comes from a
sojourn of more than forty years in Africa,
where ho has converted and civilized
negroes and translated the Bible into native
tongues.

Doctor John Murdoch comes from Madras.
India, where ho has assisted in translating
the Bible Into eighteen languages and dia-
lects. From Shanghai, China, comes Gilbert
Mcintosh, who has labored lor years on

LEADING TOP1C9
IN- -

TO-DAY- 'S REPUBLSC.

Missouri I'mr Wednesday anil
Tlnirsiln: eoolcr in eastern portions
Wednr.silii : wiirmi'i' '1'linr.sdnj-- ;

nortb westerly v:,iit.s. br'oiiilnsr varl- -

i: Illinois I'nir Wednesday anil
liin-silii- ) : colder Wediiesdaj: Tviirm- -

er Thursday ; hli;lt. norlli n estrrly
vt Inds.

ArUniisns l:iir ximl cooler Weilnes-d- a

: lair and Twirmrr 'I'liiir.Milaj :

.southerly, shifting: lo cs(ern ivimls,

1. Turkish Minister May lie Sent Home.
KobeMs, Kxposeq Pritish Generals.
Ttoops Sent to Wepe.ter's Itellef.
Ameer Now Says Kngland Must Act.
"Zaza" Shocks Old Jondon.

2. General Jlontcnegro Has Surrendered.
.!. Senator Hoar's Warning.

Additional Heirs to Holland Kstate.
Ciop Conditions South and West.
Died While on Her Ilrldal Trip.

4. Illinois Municipal Kle.etioiis.
Tanueritcs Fall Into a Tr.ip.

C. Ileal Lls'.ate. Kxchango Ollicets.
The Kailways.
Petition of Clover Leaf Men.
Damage by Wind and Kaiu.
St. lmis Presbytery Meets.

C. Kditorial.
Good Chance for Democrats.
Weddings and Personal Notes.

7. Pills for New- - City Hospital.

3. Smith Whipped by Matthews.
McGoveru Lost His Head.
.Irrtrits Is Willing.

S. Spirting News.
Pace Track Itesults.
lleueh Show Opens To-Da-

It. New Corporations.
Tiansfers of Healjy.
Weatiier Kepoi'.
llivcr Telegrams.
Decisions by Missouri Supreme Court.

12. Grain and Pioduce.
Sales of Live Stock.

13. Financial Now.s.

14. Meier Applies for Warrants.
Choral-Symphon- y Society.
P.oy Killed His Companion.
Plan for Equal Suffrage.

the mission press. Syria sends a delegate,
the Iteverend William Jesstip of Zahleh.

One of the most ilistingui.shcd of the dele-
gates is the Iteverend Doctor John G. Pa-to- n,

missionary to the New- - Hebrides. It
was largely duo to his labors that the can-
nibals of those islands have been partly
virilized.

ABANDONED TWO TRAINS.

Passengers Waded in Water Three
Feel Deep to Safely.

Meridian, Mls.s.. April 17. The passenger
and crew of the westbound Alabama ard
Vieksburg train were rescued this after-
noon, but the engine, coache.) and one res-

cuing train had to be abandoned.
The rescued passengers were compelled to

debark, wade in three feet of water half a
mile and cross Okitiblle P.iver trestle, the
foundations of wliMi had been swept away.
Only suspended mils and cro.ss-tie- s afforded
a foot passage. There were several ladle.
in the paity. but tho dangerous trip was
made without mish-ip- -

A second special brought the party to this
eitv. With the exception of the Mobile and
Ohio, north, all 1 rattle remains suspended.

TO OCCUPYALBANIA.

Rumored Purpose of the Two Em-

perors' Meet in;:.

Home. April . The tribuna j?riy.s the
forthcoming meeting of Kmperor William
and Kmpror Francis Joseph In Herlln has
in view arrangements for the occupation of
Albania. Kuropoan Turkey, by Austro-Hun-gari- an

troops.
This statement has caused a sensation inItaly.

LOXG TIME. NEVER

"ZAZA" SEEMS TO

SHOCK OLD LONDON,

Play Censor Will Me Petitioned
To-- 1 lay lo Suppress Mrs.

Carter.

DRAMA CONSIDERED IMMORAL

Denounced as Stupid and Without
the Savinir Grace of Wit

lleform Crusaders Are
Kusv.

.spkcial uv -- ap.lt:.
London, April 17. (Copyright. irv. by iv.

It. Hearst.) A crusade against " has
been begun In Loudon. Several persons at-

tended the pertormance taking
notes of the parts of the play, both lines
and scenes, that aro alleged to be Immoral
and will piesent their protests
to the Lord Chamberlain, Karl Ilopetoun.
who is tha theatrical censor, asking for tho
suppression of "Zaza."

All plays have to be submitted to him In
advance, but this Is generally a matter of
formality and prohibition Is rare. "Zar.a"
wait submitted and passed, but tho Lord
Chamberlain can change his mind at any
time. Unu of tho leading ollicials in his
department is entitled the Kxaminer of
Plays. George A. Itadford Is the present
Incumbent, who ordinarily assumes tho
prerogatives of his chief.

As tho Lord Chamberlain Is personally
close to the Queen, and the official hr id
of hfr household, he always reflects the
views of her Majesty In questions of pul-li- c

morals. Therefore, in case the agitation
against '".ar.:i" reaches tho ears of tho
Queen, the Lord Chamberlain is likely to
exert his autocratic power, from which
there If no redress.

The attention of tho National Vigilance
Association, which Is a 9trong morai or-
ganization, has also been called to "Zit-za- ."

This society can move In tho ordinary
legal way through St. Martin's Vestry, In
which district the Garrick Theater It sit-
uated. Tlie-- London police have no authority
to uc.t primarily In such cases; the vestry
must take the initiative and lodgo a com-
plaint before a Magistrate.

The Westminster Gazette vigorously
"Znza" ns follows:

"Elderly people recollect the time when
the censor prohibited tho performance of
'La Dame Aux Camellias," but times, or,
rather censors, have changed, and last
night we were permitted to see a play,
compared with which Dumas'a famous
work seems lit for Sunday-scho- circula-
tion. It is not agreeable to speak vigor-
ously about plays or pose as a moral cen-
sor, and when they are clever, the tempta-
tion merely to shrug ones shoulder is ir-

resistible, but when a piece i stupid and
when throughout it is coarso

and animal, when a muss of indelicate de-

tail utterly in. necessary Is introduced, it Is
a duty to make some protest."

WANTED TprCHlCAGO.

Arrest of Cit'orj.'o. IS. Sachs nt Chief
(.'olk'rnn's Ketpiost.

Oorso P. K.ichs, who gave his residence
as Chicago, wan arre.-:e-l yesterday after-
noon in his room at Xo. 1J Washington
nvenue by Detectives Klllian and Murphy
at the of Chief of iJeteetive-- s L P.
Colleran of Chicago.

The telegram which Chief Desmond re-
ceived stated that riachs wan wanted in
Chicago for complicity- - In a conlidynce
game. Sachs admitted to the police and to
report- rs that he was In trouble, in Chi-
cago, but refused lo reveal the natur- - of
it. He said he would not return withoutrequisition papers.

When in' was searched at the police sta-
tion several letters were found, the con-
tents of which showed that Sachs had re-
cently Ixcn In Chicago. Memphis and Cin-
cinnati. A letter from his wife dated at
Chicago, advised him to stay awav from
Memphis until matters had been cleared
up." and another from Cincinnati suggested
it would lie a good idea for Mr. Sachs to
change his name to George Harrison.

Sachs i.s well dressed and wll i.i!r?tnt
Ho said he had been In St. Loui3 ten days. 1

War Office, After Holding Field Marshal's Report
for Five Weeks, .Makes It Public

Blunders in Natal.

London, April 17. The War nfiteo to-

night publishes in the Gazette a dispatch
from Lord Kot..rts, dated February IS, sub-

mitting General Puller's) dispatches de-

scribing the Spion Kop and other opera-
tions from January 17 to Januarv -. Lord
Itoherts deals severely with General War-
ren and some others. Kveu Puller docs
not escape.

Lord lioberts complains that the plan of
operations Is not clearly described in tlio
dispatches. After sketching General But-

ler's Intentions, as communicated to Sir
Charles Warren, who commanded the whole
force, J,ord P.obcrts points out that Gen-
eral Warren seems to have conctuded, ntter
consultation with his olilcers, that the flank-
ing movement ordered by Onnrnl Puller
was Impracticable, and. therefore, so
changed the plan of advarce as to neces-
sitate thu capture and retention of Spion
Kop.

Lord Roberts continues:
"As Warren considered it Impossible to

make the wide Hanking movement which
was recommended. If not actually pre-
scribed in the secret Instructions, he should,
forthwith, have acquainted Puller with the
course he proposed to adopt. There Is noth
ing to show-- whether ho did so or not. Put
it is only fair to Warren to point out that
Puller appears throughout have J "; oko tip to renforoaware of what was .'ning j command. Ineffectual

r"-,e- , were made to heliograph Thorney-negardln- g
from Spion ml ask wh,.tht.r Ile ,laf, .,ssurcj

essential to tho relief of I.adysmith. Lord
Roberts says:

"I regret to bo unable to concur Bul- -
ler In thinking Thorneycroft exercised wNe
discretion In ordering the troops to retire.
I nm of the opinion that Thorneycroft's as-
sumption of responsibility and authority
was wholly Inexcusable. During the night
the enemy's lire could not have been for-
midable, and it would not have taken more

two or three hours for Thorneycroft
to oinmunlcnte by messenger with Major
Generals Coke or Warren. Coke appears
to have left Spion Kop at S:3o p. m. for the
purpose of eonniltlng with Warren. 1'p to
that hour the idea of withdrawal had not
been entertained. Yet, almost immedittelv
after Coke's departure, Thorneycroft Issu--

th order without reference to superior au-

thority, which upset the whole plan of
and nndervd unavailing the sac-

rifices already made to carry It into "ffict.
"On the other hand, it is only right to

sttte that Thorneycroft appea-- s to havo
behaved In a very gallant manner through-
out the day.

"It Is to he regretted that Warren did
not himself visit the Spio'.i Kop in the after-
noon or evening, knowing as he did thnt
the state of affairs was very critical and
that the loss of the position would Involve
the failure of the operations. H. conse-
quently was obliged to summon Coke to his
headquarters, and the command at Spion
Kop thus devolved on Thorneycroft,

to Coke, who was under the Impres-
sion that the command devolved upon
Colonel Hill as senior officer. Omissions
or mistakes cf this nature may be trillin-,- -

in themselves, yet tney may exercise an
important inttuence over tho course of
.vents, and I believe Puller was justified In
remarking: 'There was a want of organi-
zation and systuu which acted most un-

favorably on the defense.'
"The attempt to relieve Ladysmith wn.s

well devised, and I agree with Uuller in
thinking (t cuglit to liavu succeeded. That
it failed may. In some measure, have been
duo to the "dlilieultles of the ground and
the commanding positions held by the
enemy and probably also to error.s o judg-
ment and want of administrative capacity
on the part of Warren. Put. whatever
faults Warren may have committed,

must also be attributed to the dis-

inclination of the officer in the supreme
command to assert hl.s authority and see
that what he thought best ivns done and
aNo to the unwarrantable and needless as-

sumption of responsibility by a subcrdinato
olllecr."

The dispatch concludes:
"The gratifying feature of these dis-

patches is- the admirable behavior tlie
troops throughout the operation."

Iliillcr' llriiorl.
General Puller's report, commenting on

General Warren's reports of tho capture
and evacuation Spion Kop, after dis-

puting the correctness of seme of Warren's
assertions' and describing the dangerous
situation occupied by Warren's force, tells
how he saw the force at Spion Kop had
given nwiiy before Warren knew-- of it. Pul-
ler, therefore, telegraphed to Warren:

"Unless ycu put n really good. hard, fight-
ing man in command on top yon will loso
the hill. suggest Thornoycrutt."

General Puller continues:
"I have not thought It necessary to order

an investigation. If. at sundown, tlm de-

fense of the summit had been taken In

BOERS STILL

BY MtLTOX V. PXVPKP..
SPECIAL P.V CABLE.

London. Wednesday. April IS. (Copyright.
1K-J- . by the Xew York Herald Company.)
Iyird Roberts sends word tho
optimistic reports of who
said that tho Hoers Wepsner had
taken flight. He says that Wepener Is still
surrounded, but that tho Poem were at-
tacking in a, half-heart- fashion.

Uritlsh forces are now moving to the re-

lief of the town. General Itundlo from the
west through Ueddersburg and General
Prabant the south through Itouxvillo
with General Hart's brigade of Irish roops
from Natal supporting him. This Is tho
lirst specific mention of tha arrival of any
part of tho Natal Held force in the Free
Stat".

A report comes that firing has been heard
from Pasutoland In the direction of Thaba
N'Chu. This could only proceed from an
eastward movement of part of Rob-
erts's force, with the object of cutting off
the retreat of the Uocr commandoes in the
south of the Freo State. This would Indi-
cate that Roberts's big army has resumed
operations.

Compulsory sllenc has again fallen on
Natal, which Is taken to Indicate that Gen

hand, Intrenchments laid out and the dead
and wounded removed, the whole placs
would havo been brought under rcsti'.ir
military commands and the hill would havo
been he'd. I am sure. Hut no arrangements
were made, ('eke appears to have been nr- -

been h.nTw
ef--" forts

r

with

than

of

of

I

from

Lord

I dcred away just s ho would have ben
useful and it" one succeeded him. Thoso
on top were ignorant of the fa--- t that tlw
guns were coming tip and generally thero
was a want of organization and system
that acted most unfavorably on tho de-

fense. It Is admitted that alt of
command nctid with th- -

greatest gallantry throughout tho day and.
really saved the situation. lint, prepara-
tions for the reeond day's defrnse should
have been organized during tho day and
commenced at nightfall. As thLs was not
done. I think Tlmrneytroft exercised wiao
discretion."

General Warren sent forth the fact that
the Spion Kop operations had not entered
into his original plans, as hl-- Instruction.
were to occupy a plain north cf It. On con-

sultation with the Commander-in-Chie- f,

January 21. however, when the question of
retiring from or attacking Spion Kop was
discussed, Warren expressed his prefer-
ence for attacking. This was successfully
nccomplish-- d by General Wocdgate. Then
ramtt the order of the
to put Thorntycroft in command on the
.summit. In the meantime. Warren had

aided to get orders through and concluded
the position cculd be held the next day If
guns could be provided anil shelter obtained.
Hoth those conditions were about to b
fulfilled when. In the absence of Ccke,
whom t had ordered to como and report In.
person on the situation, the evacuation
took place under orders given on his cwn

by This oc-

curred in tlio face of the vigorous protests
of Coke's brigade "Major and others."

In conclusion. General Warrtn said:
"It is a matter for the Commander-in-Chie- f

to decide whether there will be any
investigation into the question of the,

evacuation of Spicn Kop."
aIi:..V KGCAI.I. OP UE.VKKALSl.

London, April IS, 1 a. m. The Govern-
ment has chosen this as the moment to
publish a dispatch from Lord Roberts pro-
nouncing rensuro upon Sir P.erlvers Bullcr
and Sir Charhs Warren, two of his most
lmpcVint subordinate commanders. This;
dispi.itv-- , written February 15. ha? been In
tho hands of the War Otllce for fivo weeks.
Just why it is published now. In the middle
of the campaign, is not understood, unless)
it is expect d that General Puller and Gen-
eral Warren will ask to bo relieved of their
commands.

Tho revelation of their incapacity must
tend to undermino the- - confidence, of thi
troops in their leadership.

Lord Pnberts's dispatch, with tho ln- -
closures. Is the great feature of the London
press tlilw morning.

The Standard, which Is supposed to bo In
the confidence of tlie Government, says:

"It is scarcely likely that the publica-
tion of Lord Poberts's dispatch is without a,
purpose. t irresistibly suggests whether It
is not to be followed by further Important
changes In the South African commands.
Painful as sueh measures must bo. ther
must be no hesitation in carrying ihcm n
if they aro required in the public Inter-
est."

The Daily Chronicle ccnftsf.s to "n feI
Ing something like consternation when
reading tho passages" of tha
dispatch.

The Times says:
"Lord Poberts's severe condemnation is

justified only too clearly by the official nar-
ratives of what tcok place. Tho story Is
painful: but it is well for the nation and tha
army that It should be told clearly and
Imply, without concealment or exaggera-

tion.
"It is not the least of the great pervlce

Lord Pobert.s is now rendering tho coun-
try that he exposes with judicial impartial-
ity and wise, wholesome severity errors and
omissions in high quarters which have cost
u.s so very much."

Whether the Government has any special
purpose or not In publishing the dispatch.
the way in which it has been received wilt
make it uve-'- t dillicult to retain the cen-

sured commanders' in active service.
Spenser Wilkinson says:
"The effect of It on the army In Natal

must be positively demoralizing, miles
great changes are made in the commands,
changes which, if necessary, should hnvn
been made without any preliminary puhlio
ventilating of mistakes and cross-censure- a.

"Py the publication of Lord Itoberts's dis-

patch thu position of Sir Uedvcrs Puller la
rendered untenable, and his resignation or
recall is a matter of course."

AT WEPENER.

eral Puller is about to move, possibly to-

day or
ii(MiKirrys mhssagi:.

London, April 17. The War Office has re-

ceived tha following from Roberts, dated
Tuesday, April 17:

"Our force at Wepener Is still surround-
ed, but it is reported that the enemy ara
attacking In a very half-heart- manner,
and aro anxious about their

hearing that forces are approach-
ing Wepener from two directions ona un-

der General Bundle, via and
another under General Prabant with Gen-

eral Hart's brlgado In support, via Roux-vill- e.

On the of Rouxville, April
13. tho Pocra there retired, and General
Brabant made some important arrests.

"Violent storms of rain havu somewhat
Interfered with tho march of these col-
umns, but It is hoped they will soon bo
able to make their presence more decided-
ly felt.

"Cencral Settle reports from Kcnhardt,
April It, that 2T0 Transvaalers made . de-

termined attack tho previous day on

Strong British Columns Marching to the Relief
Roberts's Advance Near.

contradicting
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